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DDRS ADVISORY COUNCIL  

9-3-14 
PRESENT:  Kim Opsahl, Nicole Norvell, Kylee Hope, John Dickerson, Kelly Hartman, Teresa Grossi, Carol Farzetta, Anne Davis, Melody Cooper. Julie Reynolds and 

Mark Flegge 

FACILITATOR:   Dawn Downer 

RECORDER:  Robin M. Stearns, Administrative Secretary II, Provider Relations 

 

ISSUE DISCUSSION ACTION 

 

Meeting Attendance 

and Participation 

 

Dawn led a discussion regarding the need to ensure there is value in this meeting.  Recommendations to make this 

council more meaningful and are always welcome.  Nicole is in the process of recruiting new members to join the 

team. 

 

Recommendations and/or comments should 

be forwarded to Dawn. 

 

DDRS General Update 

and/or Announcements 

 

Dawn provided the council on brief updates regarding DDRS organization.  VR continues to work on the case 

management system.  A total of 53 VR Case Coordinator positions have been approved.  These were approved with 

the knowledge each VR office will now have only one (1) secretarial position.  These are PAT III level positions.  

The positions are being implemented in phases with the northwest region being first.  Discussion was held regarding 

clients currently in the VR system being able to apply for these positions. 

 

Jeff Russell has been hired as the Operations Director for VR. 

 

Cathy Robinson from First Steps will share information about the data project and outcomes at a later meeting. 

 

Dawn Downer will ensure the job postings 

are shared with the appropriate staff as they 

are being posted. 

 

 

Jeff will be invited to a future council 

meeting. 

 

First Steps currently has a vacancy and is 

looking for someone who has a degree in 

early childhood development. 

 

BQIS: Mortality 

Review and Revised 

IR System 

 

Anne Davis, Director of BQIS, provided a handout regarding the Mortality Review Triage Classification.  This 

document included information about the Triage Team makeup and committee.  Discussion was held regarding the 

description of six (6) basic components of developmental disabilities agency mortality reviews for individuals with 

developmental disabilities.  The analysis of mortality data from 10/1/08 through 3/31/14 was reviewed and 

discussed.  This handout also included information related to selected causes of death by age (per decade) that has 

been reviewed by the committee for the same time period.    A lengthy discussion was held concerning the legal 

obligations of staff when clients have a DNR in place.   

 

BQIS continues to focus on ways of 

becoming more proactive and less reactive.  

Systems are being revised to ensure best 

practice approach. 

 

Next Meeting 

 

The next Advisory Council meeting will be held on October 1, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Informational. 

 


